
Hello. My name is Sarah O’Dell, Vice President of Government Relations for the Connecticut
Parent Teacher Association (hereinafter “CT PTA”). I represent CT PTA and its over 38,000
members regarding the following:

Governor’s Bill 6663: An Act Establishing the English Learners’ Bill of Rights

As the state’s oldest and largest organizations for parents, the CT PTA is writing to support the
establishment of a bill of rights for parents or guardians of English language learners.
Educational research has clearly established that English language learners face a number of
challenges in school. Beyond simply figuring out the mechanics of a new language, English
learners must deal with the frequent exceptions in the grammatical and spelling rules. Students
are often misplaced in an academic setting, due to the perception that they’re behind in learning
content, and many teachers lack experience and an instructional toolkit for working with ELL
students. Finally, the initial and ongoing communication barriers for students and their families
can hinder their progress and lead to inadequate support for their educational progress.

When we consider the pressure of the state academic standards place on teachers, students,
and parents, we must establish full-cycle support for ELL and their families. This bill begins to
address meaningful protections to ensure students can freely attend school without having to
submit onerous personal documentation; students and families can have conversations with
teachers and administrators through an interpreter if needed; and meaningful academic services
and support to support English language learning.

The CT PTA would additionally encourage the establishment of state funding to help relieve the
financial barrier to local districts who need to engage additional staff or add new programming to
support these learners.

CT PTA comprises over 38,000 members consisting of families, students, teacher, administrators and business and community
leaders devoted to the educations success of children and the promotion of parent involvement in schools and in the well-being of
children. PRA is a registered 501©3 non-profit association that prides itself on being a powerful voice for all children, a relevant
resource for families and communities, and a strong advocate for public education, children’s health and child welfare. Membership
in PTA is open to anyone who believes in our mission, which is to make every child’s potential a reality, by engaging and
empowering families and communities to advocate for all children.


